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TAGS: — 

SUBJECT: CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND THE POPE 

1 . ON MARCH 26 AT THE END OF EC-9 SUMMIT IN ROME, CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT WAS RECEIVED BY POPE PAUL. IN AS MUCH AS IT WAS A PRIVATE 
AUDIENCE, NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED. 

2. EVENT, HOWEVER, ELICITED CONSIDERABLE PRESS INTEREST AND ON 
MARCH 31 VATICAN SPOKESMAN BRIEFED THE PRESS IN WHICH ACCORDING 
TO TEXT OF BROADCAST BY RADIO VATICAN, HE STATED: 

— SCHMIDT TOLD THE POPE THAT GERMAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATS ADMIRED 
THE SOCIAL ENCYCLICALS OF THE CHURCH AND THAT THEY NOT ONLY 
AFFIRMED THE PRICIPLES ENUNCIATED IN CHURCH'S SOCIAL DOCTRINE 
BUT ALSO IMPLEMENTED THEM IN PRACTICE; 

— THE POPE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION IN THE "BAD GODESBERG" PROGRAM 
OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, NOTING THAT IT IS "BASED ON 
CHRISTIAN MORALS, IN HUMANISM AND CLASSIC PHILOSOPHY" AND THEREBY 
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"DETACHING ITSELF FROM MARXIST IDEOLOGY." 

— THE POPE ALSO EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH THE WORK WHICH THE 
CHANCELLOR AND OTHER SOCIAL DEMOCRATS PERFORMED IN THE SERVICE OF 
THE GEMAN PEOPLE AND THAT THE POPE LISTENED WITH SATISFACTION TO THE 
CHANCELLOR S STATEMENT ON THE CONVERGENCE BETWEEN THE SOCIAL 
DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH AND THE "GODESBERG PROGRAM," BUT NOTED THAT 
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THAT THERE ALSO EXISTED DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES WHICH REQUIRED 
"RESERVATION." 

3. COMMENT. THE AUDIENCE ITSELF AND THE VATICAN STATEMENT SEEM TO 
US IMPORTANT IN SEVERAL CONTEXTS: FIRST, REFERENCE TO BAD GODESBERG 
HAS BECOME A CODEWORD IN ITALY, PARTICULARLY SINCE RECENTLY PCI 
STATED THAT IT WOULD BE ILLUSORY TO EXPECT THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY TO ADOPT THE "BAD GODESBERG" PROGRAM OF THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS. (ROME - 2720 NOTAL THUS POPE'S STATEMENT READ IN 
THE ITALIAN CONTEXT IS AN ADDITIONAL ADMONITION TO ITALIAN 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND TO CATHOLICS IN GENERAL TO AVOID THE 
"HISTORIC COMPROMISE" AS LONG AS THE PCI IS NOT WILLING TO DEPART 
FROM MARXIST IDEOLOGY BY REJECTING ATHEISM. SECOND, SCHMIDT LOOKED 
TO HIS AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE FOR A WAY TO GET THE GERMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO BE MORE POLITICALLY NEUTRAL, PARTICULARLY IN 
LIGHT OF THE 1976 ELECTIONS WHEN BOTH THE GERMAN EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE 
AND THE LAY CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION (ZENTRALCOMMITTEE DE DEUTCHEN 
KATHOLIKEN) SEVERELY CRITICIZED CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS ON SUCH ISSUES AS ABORTION, DIVORCE AND EDUCATION 
POLICY. IN THIS CONTEXT, VATICAN STATEMENT PARTIALLY FULFILLS 
SCHMIDT S OBJECTIVE BUT EMBASSY BONN MAY WISH PROVIDE 
FURTHER COMMENT ON THE BASIS OF REACTION VISIT AND STATEMENT 
RECEIVED IN FEDERAL REPUBLIC. IN A THIRD CONTEXT, THE SCHMIDT 
EFFORT IN SEEING THE POPE PROBABLY REFLECTED A DESIRE TO HAVE VATICAN 
AND POPE NEUTRAL ON ISSUE ON PAN-EUROPEAN PARTIES ON THE EVE OF 
DIRECT ELECTIONS TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. IN THIS HE WAS SUCCESSFUL 
SINCE BE OBTAINED PAPAL BLESSING OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND ALSO 
RECOGNITION OF THEIR STATUS AS NON-MARXISTS AND THEREFORE NOT 
SUBJECT TO THE CONDEMNATION OF "DIVINIS REDEMPTORIS", THE FAMOUS 
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ENCYCLICAL OF 1937 WHICH CONDEMNED MARXIST ATHEISM AND WHOSE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY WAS REVERENTLY COMMEMORATED ON MARCH 19 IN VATICAN 
RADIO AND "L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO." (WHICH WILL BE REPORTED 
SEPARATELY). GARDNER 
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